Best Linux Monitoring Tools 2025

Complete comparison of monitoring solutions for modern infrastructure

Free Trial/Open Source

a Prometheus

Free Trial? Open Source

Cloud-native, Kubernetes,

Best Use . .
time-series metrics

PromQL queries, service
Top Features  discovery, horizontal
scaling

Setup

B Complex
Complexity

Industry standard for
cloud-native monitoring
with powerful querying

Bottom Line

Rating

Nagios

Open Source

Free Trial?
XI Commercial
Traditional networks,
Best Use legacy systems, proven

infrastructure

5000+ plugins, reliable
Top Features  alerting, proven track
record

Setup

. Complex
Complexity

Battle-tested monitoring

Bottom Line  with 20+ years of proven

reliability
Rating
a Dynatrace
Free Trial? 15-day trial  Enterprise
Al-powered monitoring,
Best Use

enterprise applications

Al root cause analysis,
Top Features  auto-discovery, predictive
insights

Setup

N Easy
Complexity

Premium Al-powered
platform with automatic
everything

Bottom Line

Rating

Commercial

Free Trial?

30-day trial

Windows-centric orgs,

Best Use S
sensor-based monitoring

Easy setup, 250+ sensors,

Top Features
intuitive interface

Setup

N Easy
Complexity
User-friendly monitoring
Bottom Line  with excellent Windows
integration
Rating

n Splunk

Free Trial? 60-day trial  Enterprise

Enterprise analytics, SIEM,

Best U
estise compliance, big data

Advanced search, machine

Top Features .
learning, security analytics

Setup

B Complex
Complexity

Enterprise-grade data
analytics platform with
powerful search

Bottom Line

Rating

g cAdvisor

Free Trial? Open Source
Container monitoring,

Best Use
Docker environments

Container metrics, resource

Top Features
P usage, Docker integration

Setup

N Easy
Complexity

Essential container
monitoring for Docker and
Kubernetes

Bottom Line

Rating

# Just Starting?

ul Netdata

Zero configuration, instant results

Commercial/Paid

Zabbix

Free Trial? Open Source  Commercial
Enterprise networks,
Best Use traditional infrastructure,

comprehensive monitoring

300+ templates, auto-
Top Features  discovery, integrated

dashboards
Setup B Moderate
Complexity
All-in-one solution with
Bottom Line  excellent enterprise
features and support
Rating

n Elastic Stack

Free Trial? Open Source  Cloud Plans
Log analysis, search,
Best Use security monitoring,

compliance

Powerful search, log
Top Features  aggregation, SIEM

capabilities

Setup
Very Complex

Complexity Lt E

Ultimate log analysis
Bottom Line  platform with enterprise

search capabilities
Rating

. LibreNMS

Free Trial? Open Source

Best Use Netwaork device monitoring,
SNMP-heavy environments

Top Features .
discovery, network maps
Setup

B Moderate
Complexity

Best-in-class network
monitoring with
comprehensive device
support

Bottom Line

Rating

SolarWinds NPM

Free Trial? 30-daytrial  Enterprise
Enterprise networks,
Best Use comprehensive

infrastructure

Network topology,
Top Features  performance analysis,
capacity planning

Setup B Moderate

Complexity
Enterprise-grade network

Bottom Line  monitoring with advanced
analytics

Rating

CheckMK

Free Trial? Raw Edition  Enterprise
Hybrid monitoring, Nagios

Best Use Y & 8

modernisation

Auto-discovery, modern Ul,

Top Features
P Nagios compatibility

Setup B Moderate
Complexity
. Modern monitoring with
Bottom Line h ) .
Nagios plugin compatibility
Rating

o Jaeger

Free Trial? Open Source

Distributed tracing,

Best Use . :
microservices debugging

Trace analysis, service
Top Features maps, performance
bottlenecks

Setup

B Moderate
Complexity

Essential for understanding

Bottom Line
microservices performance

Rating

Enterprise Features

1000+ device support, auto-

Easy Setup

@ Grafana

Free Trial? Open Source  Cloud Plans
Visualisation, dashboards,
Best Use multi-source data

integration

50+ data sources, beautiful

Top Feat!
op Features dashboards, alerting

Setup

B Easy
Complexity

Universal dashboard
platform connecting any
data source

Bottom Line

Rating

. Datadog

Free Trial? 14-day trial  SaaS Only
Full-stack observability,
Best Use APM, cloud-native

applications

500+ integrations, Al

Top Feat . .
Op Features insights, mobile apps

Setup

Very E
Complexity =
Premium Saa$ platform
Bottom Line  with comprehensive
observability features
Rating

Icinga

Free Trial? Open Source  Commerdial
Modern alternative to

Best Use ;
Nagios, network monitoring

Modern Ul, RESTful API,

Top Features
P flexible configuration

Setup B Moderate
Complexity
Modernised Nagios with
Bottom Line  better interface and API
integration
Rating

m InfluxDB

Free Trial? Open Source  Cloud Plans
Time-series database, loT
Best Use data, high-frequency

metrics

High-performance TSDB,
Top Features  SQL-like queries, data

retention

Setup B Moderate

Complexity
Purpose-built time-series

Bottom Line  database with TICK stack
integration

Rating

. Observium

Free Trial? Community  Professional
Network discovery,

Best Use automatic device

monitoring

Auto-discovery, clean

Top Features
P interface, network focus

Setup , Easy
Complexity
Simple network monitoring
Bottom Line  with automatic device
discovery
Rating

@ Quick Selection Guide

Cloud-Native?

#4 Prometheus + &l
Grafana

Kubernetes standard

& Network Focus

W LibreNMS
Y SolarWinds

¥ PRTG

Free

Paid

£ Want more infrastructure guides? Visit

iils Enterprise?

Zabbix

Comprehensive, proven solution

Complex Setup

. Netdata

Free Trial? Open Source  Cloud Tiers
Real-time monitoring,
Best Use development, instant

insights

Zero configuration, per-
Top Features second metrics, ML
anomaly detection

Setup

B Zero Config
Complexity
Instant real-time
Bottom Line  monitoring with automatic
anomaly detection
Rating
. New Relic
Free Tier
Free Trial?
Data-based pricing
Application performance
Best Use monitoring, developer-

focused

APM excellence, error
Top Features tracking, performance
insights

Setup

N Easy
Complexity

Developer-centric APM with

Bottom Line  excellent application

insights
Rating
E Pandora FMS
Free Trial? Open Source  Enterprise
Mixed environments,
Best Use

comprehensive monitoring

Multi-tenant, network

Top Features . .
discovery, log analysis

Setup B Moderate
Complexity
Flexible monitoring
Bottom Line  platform with
comprehensive feature set
Rating

VictoriaMetrics

Free Trial? Open Source  Enterprise
High-performance
Best Use Prometheus alternative,

long-term storage

10x compression, 5x faster

Top Features .
queries, single binary

Setup ) =
Complexity
High-performance
Bottom Line  Prometheus-compatible
monitoring solution
Rating

m Glances

Free Trial? Open Source

Terminal monitoring, quick

Best U .
estUse diagnostics, SSH sessions

Minimal resources, web

Top Features
P interface, APl support

Setup

N Instant
Complexity

Lightweight system
overview tool for quick
diagnostics

Bottom Line

Rating

$ Got Budget?

¥ Datadog

Full-stack, minimal ops

ul Best Dashboards

Y Grafana
Y Datadog
¥ Netdata

| Check out our






